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"Rethinking Democracy"
Towards Inclusion and Representation
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l]wﬂ stirring lines by e era-delining pocl Faiz

Ahmgd Faix captoure the momenls of turbulence ani
the quest for freedom  in our  neighborhood,
Pakistan, in the 198k, when an aolhorilacian
regime (ricid lo throllle whal uniled Pakistan with
sevieral olher voices al thal lime: ool jiest peace amid
pursuil of onlionhoodd. bul for the ‘role by the
peecplee.

This idea of democracey was at the heart of several
peogples’ movements across bonndaries, For them, it
wirs e way Uil led Lo the promised s, a ploee
where everyone would fivee a more dignified ond
prosperous life, Democracy as o virlue goaioed even
grealer acclaim aller the cad of The Gokid War o e
embiracsd by many more pation-states in e eoming
s,

Three deciides on, almost two-hirds of the madern-
day  nation-slales  are  recognissd  as  liberal
demoeracies by the United Nations. But what comes
s a surprise now is the growing diseontentment aml
calls for change i the exisling slale of alfoirs,
Democraey's  vilalily s no longer  unchallemged.
Scholars document o gobal “democralic recession’,
woell-eneapsulated in an exeerpl from the specch of
LN High Commissioner for Homan Rights, Ms,
Michell: Bachebel:

"o A glanee ol Uhe stale of Uwe workd Wodoy reveals o
grim pictore|.., | Democracy oo i ailing, In 2021,
the level of demoerney enjoyed gobally by e
average person was down to 198D levels] L] And
trust in institutions is fding, People feel lgnored,

Tike demoeracy has nod folly delivered its promise., "
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While such an asserlion might bring in some
disappointment.  it's  high  lime  that  democracy
reddiscovers sell, which requires us to dwell upon
this idea as an all-pervasive coneepl, inlertwined
wille gl spheres of human codeavor, This arlicle
Townises on Lwo domiains el G comsonanee wilh e

deepening of democratic values-  inclusion  and

representation, to hreathe new life into the spirit of

this idea now transcending the maxim of 'the rule of

i people, Do U people aomd for the people.”

The many shades of Democracy
I theory, a demeoeraey is o colleclive endeavor whers
u group of imdividoals  paclicipples,  direelly or
lhrough represenlalives, in decision-making, Bul il
g Devonud this, As the word “democraey’ comes up
for diseussion, the ideas of equality, liberty, and
justice follow,. Given the multi-lavered nature of this
coneepl, many new dimensions also show op. While
speaking of inclusive democracy, we also have in
hindsight  the principle shift from  proeedoral 1o
suhstantive justice, and not just political, bot also its
soital, eeonomice, and ceologieal dimensions,

It is this vilowe of e changing conlours of
ilemineraey Thal discussions over The ssoes thal Dow
Crosnn andl Ulpessas idimmepnsioonns oo ipeeralive.
Inilusivie s nol alwl
constiluencies  auvmore, 11 oow  demands Deller

ilrmorracy visliss ol
reprosenlalion of cilizens in lololily- nol jus! in the
peoditieal sphere. but also by goarantesing social ool
economic equity. Hesides, the 21st century presents
before 1s the need for environmental demoeracy, an
idea that is vet to attain a concrete form., As we speak
of this, we sl seek 1o demoeralize nol just our
societies, budl also the histore, the language. the
eullure, the knowledge- anvthing that needs 1o be
more mevotmedaling  of  diversily, =0 hal - O
differenies do nol lead to divisions, This is ool all;
demicracy as an ddea musl gain groumd ool only
wilhin the domestic houndaries bul alsa ol the global
slage ol powier.
Inclusive Democracy: the journey

so far, and what is yet to be
achieved

Desmiserney, hoth as an idea and as o process has
evilved, Wihile the idea s cenluries-old aml ils rools
o hack to the citv-states of Greeee and Janapadas of
India, il gained prominence only after the USA
herame the world's first constitutionally established
mosdern demoeracy, followed by the UK amd the
olher weslern regions. A= capilalism progressed, so
i the rise of the middle elass, Gdlowing which e
social struggles for power unfolded. As time passed,
these strugeles intensified, leading to an overhaul of
social hierarchies and the sprouting of democracies.
Aler deeoloniznlion esenlated, many  post-colonial
slates Lo followed suil, hough ool all of em could
siislain Vhie pvisessss.

As the proeess of nation-boilkding  precipitated,
varions sections of society received their share of
power in the form of their say in the policymaking
provess,  This s how  represeiilabve  deimoscracies
grew Lo dominale the political landseape, While
Linlin  epsurcd  wimiversal  sullvage o puarailee
poditical equality sinee independence, conntries such
as the LSA saw muss movemenls demanding both
political and social equality. This went on till the end
of  the 200h eenlury, culminaling o oa oo
demoeralne polilical orlder,

Whiles Heer wosrlad Luas Do meh more demoeealic
over the last fwo centuries, the statistics for recend
vieirs show that this growth has plummeted.

Um the political front, the nomber of elecloral
demoernetes i Uhe world fell Teom 996 i 20006 Lo D
im 2022, There bas been o marked surge in
polarizalion aml “auloeratization’ of demoeracies
such as the USs, the Uk, and India and o study
demonstrates thal political divides have become
deispaer o, T i Ve Bast S0 venrs.,

On Uwe social frool. democrscies have  cerlainly
grown more  aecommodaling o the past  seven
decades, The world saw many Oesls when il came Lo
leadership positions, The 117th Congress of the 1S
s the mosl elhnically  and  racially  diverse  in
history. with the last decade having the first African
Amerienn President omd the firsl Asian- American
female View Presulend of the Stales, Likewise, o
Lo, thee representation of Dalits and Women has
wilniessed progress,
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President Droupadi Murmu being the firsl person
fromm Uhe tribal commumity Lo hold the offiee.

|H"!'lﬂ'|"l"':"l‘-ul"'i,
varbons genders, races, refigions, casles, aml regions

| bespite  such represenialion peross

i highly iisproportionate. Muoreuwer, iTe
reprisenlation has mol achieviad  justice for these
social groups. In the USA, for instance. the Black
Lives Matter movement brought back the deep
rooled racial discrimination in American society (o
I Towrefroad . The owerborming of the Roe vs Wale
Judgment showed how even popular will had to lose
Fay Ui proslitieadly deiven inlerests, The growling wave
ol disinformation further aggmravates the problem. In
India, affirmative action policies could do little to do
away with the oppression and crimes against the
Dralit=, Globally, less  an ope o four  cabioel
minislers is o woman, with 2605 percent of womien
iemleers o parbamenl  acooss e gholwe,  Tlios,
gender parity in political life is far off,

The geonomnie and environmenlal state of afaies is no
less waorriznme, A breakthrough stody conduocted by
American  Polilical  Seieolisls Marlin Gilens  and
Benjamin Page in 20004 concluded sl Economie
eliles have subslanlial impacls on Us, government
policy, while average citizens have litile or no
independent infliwenee. Reports by Oxiam too eried
the same lamenl of 'Caplured Democracies’ in 2018
of  how  eeonomic  eliles wse thoeir oMoenee wnd
iflluenee o gral conlrol over goverimels’ aclions,
Al o L when elimale crisis ooms Large, There are
ol worsening  soeial
perpetuating the oyele, Lnless the democracies do not
sevh 1o reeognize non-humans as a specinl elass of
cilieens, e suslennnee of democracy would bevomes
ililendt, given the imbalanees climale choange woulid
Thus, e idea of
environmental democraey iz something worth serious
consideralion.

While dealing with isspes such as the environment,
e question of global democraey also comes inlo Lhe
picture. Now, this is somelhing even more difficull to
allain, given e disagrecments ond  dissonanes:
among varions slales on varioos pivolal isspes, el
slome eeology, Thespite all these glaring gaps, there's
still bope 1o starl afresh.

ehanees Inequalities,  Thus

genernle i e socielies,

For thats whal democrncies are known for: They
allows pocan b make amends, and s problems more
effectively, While the process is nol easy, il needs
demoeracies o come Lo the bl and diseuss ways of
hetter governance, After all, dinlogue is what helps
diemoeracy Lhrive,

The pest seclion would sk Lo explore Todin's
ctilemprary <landing in Uhe intermational domin
and how il can use ils demoeralic credentials 1o
mstill inclusivity in the global order and perform

recalibrations for its political order.

India's G20 Presidency and the
quest for a more inclusive and
interconnected world order

With India pssuming the G20 presidency for 20025
on Decembaer 1, 2022, efforls are underway o ingect
the ideas of universal logetherness amd  colleclive
acbion o make e global opder more oosponsive 1o
the existing challenges, India's presidency comes at a
erilical juncture when existential threals are surging
and there is an nrgency fo find solutions,

Rewvping up with ils ages-old democralic Tradition.
Lines evsmnlraed Uaespnne oof Diwdind's G200 presisleney s
Vasudhoiva Kolwmbkoon- Owe Earth, One Family,
Dme Future, This ddea, drawn from  the Maha
Lipanishad not only affirms the value of all living
beings and the interconnectedness among them bt
akso nims ul bringing the Global South Lo the eore of
Une anprennalaa,

As the pundemie and the ongoing war in Ukraine
have logether viehled shoeks aeross the global order,
ensuring  equality  and  justice has  hecome
inereasingly ditfienh and also important at e samee
lime. I India suevesls Lo wade Quroogh Qeese Limes
by bringing various countrics on board. it would
vinerge as @ conseosus builder b an inercasigly
polarised world, Forthermore, the global financial
reform agemda is one policy area. where India could
make @ significant contribution as part of its G20
presidency. Tndia coubld help buikd o roboest glotal
linuneial safely oel hal woukl belp prevent oo
mitignte erises of various Kinds, That said, India nlso
neels Lo work on deepening ifs demoeracy o lead by
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example. Given todav's times, the issues of religions
conllicls, growing cenlralizalion of power, aod
nlleged assaull on press freedom and civil soeieties are
somie issues Thal could have a profound impacl on
Innidia's prospects Lo eall Tor o more just amd eoguitablbe
ghobal order.

Furthermore, going hevond represenfation, a eountry
likis londia necds 1o eisure soelal justiee Tor all secls
and classes. Whether India suceesds in its quest (o
loster a sense of unily and Teaternily domestically and
internationally s something thal only o can Lell.
To conelude, bringing the vaiees and making (hem
count is the key to a healthy democracy. We need
inclusion so that we do not have to hother ourselves
with the gquestion of whether or not demoeracy is on
Hu brink Lwday, bl o psserl, with oo owhill of
Colidenee. thal demweereey Las jusl omedde @ mesw

bevginmingg mond o Boetler Tolure awails s oll.
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